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Sketch Map: Draw aap showing property's location 
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between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection{s). 
Indicate north 

Town Nevton (Nevton Centre' 

Address 1000 Commonwealth Avenue 

Historic Name 
Newton City Hall and 
War Memoria] 

Use: Present Citv Hall & War Memorial 

Original same 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1932 

Source Building permit 

Style Georgian Revival 

Olm.sted Brothers (Landscape) 
Architect Allen 8.- Collens 

Exterior Wall Fabric 

Outbuildings 

brick 

none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition good 

see attached map 

UTM REFERENCE 

A 19/3/77SO HLe>']^^D 

6 ISO/^&6^^&0 

C 'q/^h^ IZO ALM2ZO 

USGS QUADRANGLE MBWTDki  

SCALE /.' 2^{A0 

Moved Date n/a 

Acreage A32.30g sc.ft. 

Setting triangular parcel defined bv Walnu 

Street (E), Comm. Ave. (N), Homer 

Street (S); overlooking small pond 

important 
formed bv damming s i t e ; landscape 

Recorded by Candace JenKins/Susan Abele 

Organization Newton Histo r i c a l Comm. 

Date 3/87: rev. 5/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
The Ne'vton City Hall and War Memorial possesses integrity of locaiion. design, setting, materials, 
vorkmanship feeimg and association Constructed in 1931-52. ii is a significant reflection of 
Newton s gnmh as a city and of civic pride The monumental Georgian Revival style structure vhich 
served the dual function of City Hail/War Memorial, is also an important work of architecture 
Designed by the noted firm of Allen «̂ Collens, Nê vton City Hall wen the Boston Society of Architect's 
coveted ] Hareision Parker A'̂ .'ard in l93o for the most beauiiiul building of that period Finaiiy. the 
building is enhanced by its parl:-like setting designed by Olmsted Brothers of Brookline The Nen-ion 
City Hall and War Memorial thus meets criteria A C .)f the ?vRHP 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

Ne'̂ 'ion Ciiy Haii is a monumenial example of mstiluiional Georgian Revival design ihai 
also accoramoaaies the function of War Memonai. The patriotic associations ol the style 
made it paruculariy popular for town and ciiy hails in the 20th ceniury. Here, even the 
Aldermamc Chamber is based on a famous Colonial modeL Independence Hall in 
Philadelphia. The War Memorial side i W ' of the imposing brick structure consists of a 
raised central section ^vith a massive pedimented portico and crcs-'ning steeple. 
Appearing diminutive m comparison, are flanking three bay wings trimmed with quoins 
and baulstrades around their hip roofs. The City Hall side 'E,i is similiar. but "vuh 
different proportions and far less grandiose portico and steeple. Here the quatrastyle 
portico is centered on an eleven bay facade articulated with quoins and entablature, 

(see coniinuation sheet) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comiminity. 

When ?̂ ewton became a citv in 1873. the old town hall on Washington Stree: in West 
Newion was reiurbished and became the Ciiv Haii. This building ser\̂ eu for 59 years and 
was not replaced until 1932 when the new City Hall at the corner of Walnut Street and 
Commonwealth Avenue was built. The new buildmg had a dual function, serving as a 
memorial to veterans and soldiers who died in World War L as well as providing new 
quariers for ilie CA' Haii. Two cornersiones. one for the Cir." Haii and one ior liie War 
Memorial, were laid on Armistice Day .Xovemoer i 1. i - ' j i and formal uedicauon oi uie 
combined buiidings :ook place November 11, 19-62, Use of the [en acre, triangular sue 
between Commonwealth Avenue and Walnut and Homer Streets was particularly 
challenging as the dual function of the building demanded two major facades. The design 
was executed by the firm of Allen and Collens. whose principle architect Charles Collens 
lived at 200 Dudley Road in Newton Centre. Allen and Collens were particularly w'ell 
known in the fields of collegiate and ecclesiastical architecture with buildings at 

(see continuation sheet) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Building Department Records 1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Nevton Graphic 8/16/31, Boston Society of Architects Archives 

8/85 



IVVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASS.\CHUSETTS HISTORICAL OMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Comnunity: Newton 

(Newton Centre) 

Form No: 

NC-041 

Property Name: Newton City Hall & 
War Memoria] 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below, 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE iCONT," 

Multi-pane sash are set in rectangular openings at the first story and arched openings 
With kevsiones ai the second Tiie f lanking v̂ -ings are idenucal to those ol ihe \.vesi 
elevation, bu: projec; here to form a U-piaa and do noi appear dwaned bv the central 
composition. Pedimented entry porticos are aiso located on the side elevations v."hich are 
ireaied with large arched windows in the War Memorial section. The building is greatly 
enhanced by its Olmsted Brothers designed landscape which was intended to soften the 
effect of the building. The pond m from of the City Hall side, which provides a reflection 
of that elevation is especially eftec'.!̂ "e 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE iCONT.) 

Middlebury, Williams and Vassar to their credit, as well as important churches such as 
Riverside Church m New York. In Newton they also designed the Second Church of 
Newton ' !9] >-16. WN-i'ri24'. Oimsied brotners of Brookline provided the nari:-iii:e 
setting, completing development of the site. 

The city had received permission from the legislature to borrow outside the debt Iimii in 
order to construct the building. Although some felt that construction of such a large 
building during the depression seemed unwise. Mayor Weeks rebutted criticism of the 
project citing the fact the President Hoover urged public works projects to relieve 
unemployment and noted that 80% of the men working on the project w-ere Newton 
residents. In his remarks at the dedication, Weeks said that location of the city hall near 
the geographical center of the city was quite fitting and that it should mitigate the 
sectionalism which was sometimes apparent beiween the various villages. In 1956, 
Newion City HaU and War Memorial won the J. Harelston Parker Award of the Boston 
Society of Architects which deemed it the most beautiful building of that period. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Name Newton MRA 
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PROPERTY Newton C i t y H a l l and War Memorial 
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DATE RECEIVED: 1/02/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/19/90 
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count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

•UNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

_architectural c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
^materials 
^descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked "* 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

; E O G R A P H I C A L D A T A 

acreage verbal boundary description 
L'TMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 
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