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L,IBRAHY_ BOARD CTHARLES WESLEY SMITH

J. A, STRATTON, CHAIRMAN LiBAARIAN

REV. W. A. MAJOR REV. J. F. D. LLWYD
JAMES H. LTONS 9, A. C. ROCHESTER
SIDNEY 3. ELDER CHARLES E. SHEFARD

PUBLIC LIBRARY

SEATTLE
October 18,l90?, )
Nir. John/l:‘.. Olmsted, Bl gk 1240 P _M.Wifgm
¢/o Alaska Club, s \ A
Al sska Bldg. R C:ity. A M %,%ZMWM%—M%

o s G e ﬁJ;fﬁ'fﬁﬁba ‘

Dear Sir:-
The ‘ublie Library of Seattle is desirous ot securing your
servicesfwhjle you are in the city,to lay out the grounds of the library
block at Fourth Ave. & Madison Sts.
Realizing the fact that you are very busy I am writing
to you to ask if you will make an appointment when this metter can be

discussed.

Yours respectfully,

Secretary.
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AL orangced, I was at the new library at two P.M. xizu:nosow

Lef* at 4.15. qr. Rith, the Librarian turned up afitar g
while and @ ~adinally three of the Trustees. The building

is neariny concsletion but it will be s ue tiiie h=i"ore the
rpounds ean e completed, partly owing to lack of f~mids and
5art1y hesanen Peemrtil St. im 40 he videned and lowered

and t-is will take s-~ne tine, although the ordinance has

been passed. e 9uith said the street would be cut dom1
ahont € fPP+ but he will ge+ the exact figures of elevatioll,
T"hig 15 feet widening and lowering nine feet wil? nrevent

the {ront sfene fron reaching the strest as planned by the
architect (9¥eher of Chicapo) and the first question was what
arrangement c¢-ld he devised for frent approach. I at Tirst
thought there could he a wide walk parallel with the steps
going to right and :eft and carrying out to atreet with steps,
hit I formd there was no roon 0» & curve. It will have to
he ripht next the rowmdnry retaining wall whicen will be 15ft.

or more niph, Then I said the walk could have run out

etraight +n vadison St. and Spring St. resnectively with lights
oi stepe dovm, The tas-aent haa the periodicnl aAand news-—
paper anfi’ aren's roons ~livi will bhe rost used, hehce an e&asy

nile H
entronea is desiranle. I said it was bad to make people climb
4 T+. apove asenent anc thei geb daowm 16 it by steps{already
puilt) and I suggested a tun-el straight in from Fourth St
under f£roant walk ana Tront atans. Later when Dr. (divinity)
Lloyd caile he ok ectad saving *the noith of a ftwinel in tha
wall at aenter ro1ld not loo¥ good. Then I said have two
twninels, one on esach side of Tront steps centering on voids
hetreen coiumne, Later the Sune-intendent suggested renoving
the ° q"‘nnm gten ance having & w21k curve in from front walk
hav ‘1 steps in this walk oatre ol the $7ro walks. I agreed
that *hl” voulld obviate tha need o077 tqminels. Later I con-—
cludsd ~ s+raisht walk would he hetier to eonitenrt with stepns
leading o +9 a 1evel wallk Tfolleovwing, arowid bullding to hring

negnla o the east o the front hasemsit entnance. I
sketched out sweh an arrangement and made a very rougr front i
alavation, A% ends of hiiiding +he apace is only 17~ A :

g*rvice drive i nssded to rear and Hr, Smith wants *his to
gcoin fron Yadsdison 81, and out on Spring St. and hug the rear
Tokne buircdnge . Dr. Llovd wanted lonbardies nlanted close

to &11 rear sides of buildiny which are in gray brick, hug

later i, Sith told me this wonld not do as avery bit of

lignt is needed. The rooms in hasenent he sgaid are too dark
noonnt o he had gonplained that the windows in it are too small
ans. ub litv nad ts bhesl undesirapnly sacrificed to arehiteetural
a, So I said the ot would have to be bare of trees.
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Qaagttle Pnlic TLibrary - 2.

I hored a low hedge coula ho nsed 1o .onceal e work roac.
The ~nilding it heated by steanm, oil heing used for fuel.
The tank is deen doom near iadison St. A one sghory noiler
house, nresuiably tenporary has haen added in rear of «tack
room. The tnildiine is to e oventually adbout 230 . saquare.
There is ahaut 34! @ifierence betireen §UW. corter and b.T.
corner o 1ot ond this will he increcsed 9' by cut down of
Fourth St. The buil-ing is of Chuckanut sandstong. Tilz
have ceost about %300,020 of which Carnegie put in £203,000.

. A. Stratton, Chairman of Boarda of Trustees,
ev., Dr, J, P. D. Lloyd )
. A. C. Rocrester (Atty) )
. J. Yeber, Arcnitect . Jan.l2th, 04, data of

arawings, Cchieago.
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Trustees.
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Tertland, Nrecon, Necciother 4, 1904,

e, G, 7, “mil, , “ecrciary,
Boare of “rustees of Publlic Tibrary.,
Neat!lle, “nsh,
Dear Tir:-
“cfors leavineg “eat! 1o, 0t hearine from rou with regard to

3

the proposcd clrvationst 7 ‘e giree's si

pv)

rroundins the library c¢rounds,

and desicin~ Lo Lary wy perasenil rasrects $0 "0, R, T, Tho&k@on, the ‘
ity Bacminenr, I oealled avon hiw sn? obtained from nin thé hlie orints
which ue :ad rrayared af your regoeat, showin~ iLue rofiles of the fouf‘
streets in yuestion, -

As vou will perhaps rrmemher, I ahall regrire, in order to-
make y repert as to the impreovement of the lidbrary ecrounds suffi-
ciently dafinite, dlue prints of *he architect's plans Tor the building,
includine the plun of the hasement nr foundation, the Tirst floor pian
“o 8lon the orgide steps, ard the four e2levations, If not zlready on
the plan, the clevatien of the intended finishad srade at various points
around the buildin~ should be showm hy ficures related to the city datum
50 a3 Lo comrare with the blue vrints of the street profiles furﬁished
me by “r, Thoason,

If you desire my repert as scon as possible, whieh I do_not
underetand to be the case, the blue prints can bs sent me either here
bafore “riday nisht, or care of "qitman Tollege bhefore EEmk Wednesday

of next week, or care of ., A, L, "hite, Spokane, before “riday night

of next week. If there is no haste, the biug prints may be sent to
Olmeted,Bros., Brookline, Mass. 3 SR TPt~ ke

Yours tru'
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Dear Lir, Clmated:i-
In regard to our grounds I would say thet the re-

srede proposition is progressing slewly end it is not likely that

anything will be done shout laying out our grounds or even Fixing up

the font of the building until efter you ¢hall heve mede another trip
out here. otgibly, though, vou sre not coming out eguin for some
time.

ye are expecting to have sore trouble with the city about
the cost of thre jmprovement and are even now engaged in some litiga-
tion. It will probsbly be necessury to vostrone 1]l ection in the
metter unless it m&y be the vlucing of a concrete reteining wall after
the vwork of regrading the street begins. This wall, ¢ you sadvised,
had slready been specified by the srchitect. Ae socn e8 there is
any possibility of our using YOur plens we will write you furnishing
the data you reguested berore ¢nd zlso very lirxely the revised grace
on Fifth ive.,the regrade &lso oF vhich is now on the cerpet at the
city hall.

Very *xuly ¥
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ist Aprlil, 1807,

Y1, Charles Weslsy “nith,
geattle Public Libhrery, Seztile, Washington.
aar Sirie
¥® beg to acknovwledge the re;eipt of your
letter of the R6th Ha ch.- 5
#a hnove forwordel 2 cony o1 your letter to
ﬁr. John C. Olmsted, who 1s exuected to crrive 1n Seattle

today, and he will Zoubtless somrunicats with you.

Yours very truly,




