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COMMON:
Eliza Ferry Leary home~ . . =
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[2. LOCATION e
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~ Washington 53| 4% King 033
3. CLASSIFICATION = .
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in progress ]| o O
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|7- DESCRIPTION

CONDITION (Check One)
Excelient X} Good [} Fair [J Deteriorated (] Ruins [ Unexposed [
INTEGRITY (Check One) (Check Ono)
Altered ) Unaltered Moved (] Original Site (&

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This imposing home was originally designed as an English~-type
country estate, with extensive wooded grounds, reaching to the east
to the Lakeview Oemetery and to the weet down the stbep hillside
above Lake Union. The home was built of heavy stone masonry.

The turret-like masonry front entrance mass, with its . leaded glass and
carved ornamentation, givee the impression of an Englleh maronial

. estate., The half timbered, stuccoed, many gabled wings of varying
gstory heights and dimensions, are liberally equipped with bay windows,
The number of chiwneys indicstes a quantity of fireplaces, one of which
is on an exterior porch, providing warmth for a north-facing view spot.

The interior spaces are highly decorated in walmut penelling
consistent with the building style. The great hall includes a
maseive fireplace,

In recent years the land to the east has been developed into
residential plots of normal city size. Streets have cut thpoough

in a north-south direction. The most recent widening of Tenth
Avenue East sweeps close to thé kitchen end of the home. Parking is
now designated on the eastern edge of the property, but the lawn
remains to the south, and the wooded hilleide remaine to the west.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) ]
Pre-Columbian [ 16th Century [ 18th Century [ 20th Century (X
15th Century [ 17th Century [} 19th Century [

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (If Applicable and Known) 1906 tQ present

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANGCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal Education O Political (W] Urban Planning O
Prehistoric O Engineering O Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) 0O
Historic a Industry O losophy O

Agriculture O Invention O Science O

Art’ b 4] Landscape Sculpture ()}

Commerce O Architecture [ Social/Human-

Communications [ Literature (] itarion O

Conservation O “Military a Theaoter O

Music O Tronsportation [}

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The Leary home is impressive in itselfy; and was built by pereons
importent in the history of Seattle,

The magsive stone, stucco, and timber home was begun in 1905. It was
designed by the Englieh architect Arthur Bodley, and by the end of

Mr, Leary, the owner, died in 1905, just after the home wes begun.

Elize Ferry Lezry, hie wife, was the daughter of Elisha Ferry, first
governor of the 8tate of Washington. John Leary was a lawyer until

1882 and then excelled in many business enterprises. He had come from
the eastern part of the United States where he had been in lumbering and
rercantile enterprises. Mr. Leary was mayor of Seattle in 1884, He
-was a promoter of coal mines and railroads, organized a gas company, and
owned a business bulldlng.

The 14 room home planned by him wee completed by Mrs. Leary after his
death, She was a most gracious hostess in that setting uniil 1935,
General Insurence Company then bought the home, to use as an office.
Before it was so developed they gave it to the Americen Red Cross in
World War II to use ae office and headquarters., At that time it was
opened briefly for tours to the public. In 1948 the Episcopal Church
bought it. TheChurch alsc owns the similarly estyled home to the south.

Elize Ferry was pert of the large family of Elisha Ferry, who came to
Washington Territory in 1869 on the apvointment of Pres. Grant as
Surveyor General of W.T. In her own right, she was just as outstanding.
She was a charter member of the Rainier Chapser of the D. A. R. in 1895,
of the Seattle Red Oross, and of the Sunset Club and the Pioneers of
\\the State of %ashington. She was a founder of the Seattle Children's .
me in 1885, and of the Children's Orthopedic. Hospital in 1907. She
waéz vice president of the Seattle Y.W.C.A.: and wag building chairman
Q,Wheﬁf he president YW building was constructed.s On a national scale
she 'Was a member of the Oregon Trail marking organization. She was
§name&«a vice regent of the ¥t. Vernon Ladmea' Asgociation of the Union
-dn 1907, a voluntary post she held until her death in 1935, No one
has‘?illed the post since, although one vice regent is sought from each

7 _at\be, in order to run Mount Vernon, lre. Leary's home is an outstanding
Y\éggu

ment to a gracious and outstandlng local citizen.

i'\

construction séme four years later, wae purported to have cost 250,000, .
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION -

2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
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Eliza Ferry Leary home
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Washington
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SOURCE:
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