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' Town Brook l ine MRA 

I Address 155 Clyde St ree t 

I Historic Name Fernvood 
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Use: Present lnst i tut isnal 

Original R e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1909 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
all buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north-

Source building permit 

Style Jacobethan 

Landscape: OlnBted Brothers 
A r c h i t e c t Charles Fafch 

Exterior w a l l f a b r i c l i m e stone , g r a n i t e 
and b r i c k  

Outbuildings garage (1911) ' 

Major alterations (vith dates) HA-

Moved flO Date 

Approx. acreage 2.7 ac res ( l26 ,722 s. 

Recorded by Carla Benka 

Organization B r o o k l i n e H i s t o r i c a l Com. 

Se^^j^Qg Set back from s t r e e t , a t t o 

of d r i v e w i n d i n g t h r o u g h newly de-

Date J'^ne 1980 veloped s u b d i v i s i o n 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTUR.AL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe inportant architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the conmunity.) 

"Fernwood", l o c a t e d a t 155 Clyde S t r e e t , was b u i l t i n 1909 by A l f r e d Douglass who 
had moved t o B r o o k l i n e from New York. I t was designed by Char'ies Patch i n a 
textbook exampl-%- of t h e Jacobethan s t y l e , p o p u l a r a t t h e end o f the 1 9 t h and 
beg i n n i n g o f t h e 20th c e n t u r y . Windows are r e c t a n g u l a r and d i v i d e d i n t o r e c t a n g u ­
l a r l i g h t s by ston-e m u l l i o n s . Gables, which r i s e AJbdve t h e r o o f , are -of a s t e e p -
sided t r i a n g u l a r form. The r o o f i s r i d g e d , w h i l e ' t he chimneys are t a l l w i t h a 
separate s h a f t f o r each f l u e . The round arched doorways are enclosed w i t h l a r g e r 
frames, and b r i c k i s used f o r t h e w a l l s w i t h l i m e s t o n e f o r windows, p a r a p e t s , and 
quoins. The i n t e r i o r f r a m i n g o f the house c o n t a i n s no v^ood; i t i s c o n s t r u c t e d of 
H I S T O R I C A L S I G i N I F I C A N C E r C - i m l o ^ - n - r -n la m u m o f c •r^^tavaA i^n rtf e + Q < » - « s t e e l b e a m s a n d (Explain the role owners played in local or state' 

history and how the building relates to the development of the coraraunity.) t e r r a c o t t a 
arches. 

A l f r e d . D o u g l a s s , a New York merchant, had r e t i r e d by t h e ti m e he purchased 
the l a n d on which he l a i d out "Fernwood" a c c o r d i n g t o plans by Olmsted B r o t h e r s 
Due t o business r e v e r s a l s , he was f o r c e d t o s e l l thi's' esfate" and'"t r'i'e'd ~ f o i ^ 
a number o f years t o s u b d i v i d e t he p r o p e r t y . A l l a t t e m p t s f a i l e d , c onsequently 
he s o l d i t as one p a r c e l t o Sidney Winslow, J r . , v i c e p r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d 
Machinery C o r p o r a t i o n . 

The l a n d on which Douglass b u i l t t h i s house belonged t o Moses White d u r i n g 
the second h a l f o f t h e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y . White s o l d t he p r o p e r t y t o Thomas H. 
P e r k i n s , a Boston merchant, who e v e n t u a l l y gave i t ' t o h i s d a u g h t e r , C a r o l i n e . 
She m a r r i e d W i l l i a m G a r d i n e r and t h e i r son Charles i n h e r i t e d t h e l a n d and the 
house on i t . On 1909 Douglass t o r e down t h e Ga r d i n e r ' s house and b u i l t t h i s 
one and #157, a l s o designed by Patch. ;' : •• . -

'In t h e l a t e 
c o n s t r u c t e d 
a r e l i g i o u s 

•1970's, t h e p r o p e r t y was s u b d i v i d e d and s i n g l e f a m i l y homes 
on l a r g e , w e l l landscaped l o t s . . The house i s now owned by 
se6t . , . ' . 

"Fernwood" meets NR c r i t e r i a C, being a fi n e example of a Jacobethan manor house 
with o r i g i n a l grounds landscaped by Olmsted Brothers. 
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Multiple Resource Area 
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Name Brookline MBA 
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21. E l l i o t , General Simon, 
House 

22. Emmett Cottage 

23. Fernwood 
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27. Fu l l e r , Peter, Bui ld ing 

28. Goddard, John, House 

29. Graffam Development 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Fernwood (Brookline MRA) 
Norfolk County " 
MASSACHUSETTS 

n resubmission 
O nomination by person or local government ;̂  
O owner objection ^ 
O appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample O request 

•>,-m 

SB /4 1985 
Working No. / / 

:; Fed. Ren. Date: ^ ^ j * " ? 
Date Due: - r-./pf/ZC. 
Action: t.-^rePT y^^; - y? \ 

Ent«W»d in tlMI RETURN 
National R e s i v M REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

Q appeal O NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acqultition 

Statut 
Aceettible 

Pretent Ute 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
EU good 
• fair 

CZI deteriorated 

n ruint 
mi unexpoied 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (If Icnown) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
O completeness : : . i •-''•" '--
• clarity '••'.•:.. fi-^- ' -••• -f 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
O boundary selection - * 

Check one 

• original tite 

moved data. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significanca-Checic and Justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
• completeness „ -• 'r' 
• clarity ' . 
CZI applicable criteria 
CZI justification of areas checked 
m relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
CZ] justification of exception 
O other 

o-^i •fif ^ ..v̂ ^̂  
... rf. 
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9. Major Bibiiographical Referencei 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification . -* •ftf 
-f Ji^-'.f 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

••m 
^•«ff*-'-H 

13. Other 

• Maps 
O Photographs ' ' 
• other i 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

i t s . . • 

Signed. Date Phone:. 

Comments for any itsm may be continued on an attached sheet 








